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INTRODUCTION:

The project “Education for Sustainable Learning” took place in a small village in Southern Zambia. In this village the host organization United Church of Zambia runs a high-school where participants tutored Natural Science subjects for a period of 3 months. The school lacks teachers, especially in the field of Natural Sciences (Mathematics, Physics). Therefore their aim was to support the local teachers, distribute the workload more evenly and provide high-quality teaching. The GLEN participants believe they succeeded in their core aim. GLEN participants tutored Mathematics and Physics in four different classes that totalled for over 200 pupils and created a close relationship to the local people. They spent lots of time with the pupils in various afternoon activities and tried to promote their subjects (that are by far the most unpopular) by introducing new teaching methods and providing consultations. Masuku High is a boarding school, so the teachers have advantage of a close and permanent contact with the pupils. The participants attempted to broaden the pupils’ knowledge about Europe in personal contact and other occasions as well, for example organized „European Day“ with various activities and discussions. They had a possibility to learn much about local people and society and appreciate the brightness of the community around the school and beyond.
Projekt “Education for Sustainable Learning” se konal ve vesničce Masuku na jihu Zambie, kde partnerská organizace United Church of Zambia provozuje střední školu. Účastníci projektu zde po dobu jednoho trimestru vyučovali matematiku a fyziku, protože v této oblasti trpí škola chronickým nedostatkem učitelů. Cílem tedy bylo vypomoci místním učitelům, rovnoměrněji rozložit jejich pracovní zátěž a především poskytnout žákům kvalitní výuku. Účastníci věří, že jim předsevzaté cíle podařilo z velké části splnit. Účastníci vyučovali matematiku a fyziku celkem ve 4 třídách, které čítaly přes 200 žáků. Pomocí netradičních výukových metod, osobního kontaktu a častých konzultací se podařilo zlepšit vědomosti žáků a reputaci obou předmětů, které jsou mezi místními těmi zdaleka nejobávanějšími.  Výhodou je jistě fakt, že Masuku High je internátní škola, která umožňuje stálý a blízký kontakt s žáky. Místní se velmi zajímají o Evropu, účastníci proto s radostí poskytovali všechny možné informace. Zájem byl i o “European Day”, kde měli žáci možnost hrát nejrůznější hry týkající se Evropy nebo jen diskutovat. Na druhou stranu byli odměněni unikátním vhledem do místní mentality, zvyků a především krásné komunity kolem školy a vesnice.
My name is Viktor Paggio and I participated in the “Education for Sustainable Learning” project in Masuku in the period of 3 months from September to end November 2009. The project seemed interesting to me for various reasons. I have my Bachelor’s degree in International Business and Master’s in International Politics and Diplomacy with a Minor in Political Science. I studied Africa in various Development Studies subjects but I realized I’ll never really succeeded in understanding the problem if I won’t make a personal experience. At the same time as a person with a background in Economics I had a critical view on the development policies of Western countries in Africa. In terms of only product where Africa can actually compete – food – we do not allow the local farmers to bring their cheaps goods to us at the same time exporting our subsidized overproduction. In terms of research and technology Africa is years behind, and the political development from the 50s and 60s when most of the countries gained their independence is not at all satisfactory. In my studies of Political Science I touched Africa in various occasions, unfortunately it was (with some exceptions) because of wars and dictatorships. The development in Africa in last 50 years is in some cases nonexistent, and there is aid pouring to the countries for the whole time! I concluded there has to be something wrong with it, better to say the form of the aid is wrong – I believe the aid should preferably give means for a self-help. Therefore I considered the “Education for Sustainable Learning” unique, because it provides education, which is a mean for self-help 
par-excellence.
I registered on the internet, filled up forms, wrote my motivation letter and couple of days later I was asked by the Czech GLEN office to participate on 2 assesment centers, one in Poland and other in Czech republic. I have to say the people I met there were really nice and I received further informations about the project and overall goals of GLEN organization. I was lucky to be chosen, which I knew about ten days later. I booked my ticket for the end of August and started with my preparations.

Before I left Czech Republic I knew that I´ll teach on a High School in Southern Zambia and that I’ll have a partner, because on this kind of project always cooperates one Czech and one German participant. I already met my partner, Theresia, an exceptional person and a future teacher, so I was relaxed and keen to go. I left Prague on 28th of December and reached Lusaka the next day. The Masuku experience was about to begin.
Masuku is a tiny village in the Southern province of the Republic of Zambia. This area is inhabitated by Tonga tribe (in Zambia there are 74 different tribes) and Tonga language is widely spoken, as well as English. Masuku is about 70 km from the nearest city Choma and with a local minibus it takes about 2-3 hours to get there. The school, pupils’ dormitories and teacher’s houses constitute the main part of the village. There is a small clinic as well, and two or three shops with basic products avaiable. The school and the clinic is run by United Church of Zambia. The school was originally founded by European missionaries, and the religious aspect of education is still very present. The entire Zambian society is very religious, and the Christian education and world views are very present. Needless to say my cultural background is completely different, Czech Republic is well known for the high levels of ateism and I’m no exception. Especially at the beginning I met difficulties explaining my lack of faith, on the other hand I had many interesting discussions with the locals including the local evangelist. The area around Masuku is a poor region, and the only way to sustain a family is farming. There is one exception, about 8km of walk from Masuku Mission there is a village called Masuku Mine. A giant cable-railway system brings buckets full of cole from the distant Mamba mine. In that village people usually work for the mines, as Mamba is one of the biggest cole mines in Zambia and there are some employment opportunities. But that an exception from the rule, and the local people mostly live off the land or try to find job in the cities.
As I already mentioned above our hosting organization was the United Church of Zambia. The responsible for Choma region is bishop Kageya, whom I met the very first day of my stay. He was very helpful, gave us many informations and hosted us for the first night in his house. The next day I met Mr. Mubita, the head teacher of Masuku High School, and together with the driver and my tandem partner Theresia we started our journey towards Masuku.

I have to say all our future colleauges and co-workers were very kind right from the beginning and provided us with all assistance. The first day of our stay we were given a tour by Deputy Head Teacher Mr. Sichone and met the fellow teachers. We lived a fairly comfortable life in our own house, nice and spatious (see the attached photo) generously provided by the school. I have to say our hosting organization (United Church of Zambia) and the school staff did everything possible to make us feel good and helped us in every possible way to start with our project.
Before I left I wasn’t sure what are the subjects that I will teach, I only knew from the previous participant that she teached Math and Biology. When I discussed the matter with the Head Teacher I was told he lacks teacher in the field of Natural Science, namely Mathematics and Physics. So we agreed I’ll teach Math and my partner Theresia Math and Physics. The lessons did not begin at the 1st of September as foreseen but about two weeks later, so we had a long time to get familiar with the local textbooks (mostly of British provenience) and the teachers. The reason of the delay was due to the scholarships: many pupils have problems with collecting the money and they come to the school later. Other pupils suspect that this will happen, so they come later as well. The outcome was that during the 1st week of school there were just few pupils. So we started lessons for volunteers and were getting in touch with the local community.
The school has about 450 pupils. There is a main building with staff room and the offices of the school administration, dining hall and three main buildings with the class-rooms. The school has a very limited supply of books, rulers, dusters and other basic utilities and the blackboards and furniture in the classrooms are very old. My subject (Math) is by far the most unpopular among the local pupils so I tried hard to change their mind. I teached Mathematics in 2 classes: Grade 8 and Grade 10. In both classes there were slightly over 50 pupils, so I teached about 107 kids in total. There is a big difference in the way of European and African thinkink and I had to cope with the fact the pupils sometimes did not understand me. Some concepts we take granted in Europe are almost unconcievable for an African, and some problems and concepts that represent a big problem for us they understand very easily. Therefore I had to get familiar with the African way of thinkink. The kids encountered problems in the field of factorization, coordinate grid and equations. But once I took in consideration the different mentalities and established a communication we progressed rapidly.

My pupils were at the beginning very shy to speak, give explanations and enquire in the problems. But I asked them questions all the time to be sure they understood the topic and encouraged them to resolve examples in the lessons for extra points. I used all kinds of examples „from the real life“, we played various games (many of them I knew from my tandem partner Theresia that is a real specialist) and I introduced a system of classification and awarding points. I rewarded activity in the lessons, solution of extra examples, participation in extra lessons for weak mathematicians and also a mere visiting of my house and asking about some mathematical problems. I visited pupils in the evening during their preparation hours and helped them with their homeworks.
In Grade 8 I divided the class in 7 teams. Every team consisted of a captain (a good mathematician) and about 6 members. I intentionally mixed pupils with a good knowledge of Mathematics with the bad ones in order to make them share and cooperate. Every team was evaluated on basis of an average mark of all his members in the last test. This introduced a factor of competition and the teams were encouraged to study together and boost their performance. Every round of tests had a winner. The winner was established according to team improvement, not the average itself. So if team A improved from 80 to 90% and team B improved from 20 to 40%, team B was the winner. Obviously it’s easier to improve from 20 to 40%, so the pupils with a weak Mathematics had a strong motivation to help their team. I was surprised by the success of the game, and the pupils were quite serious about it. 
Masuku High is a boarding school and pupils live in the school dormitories, except a small minority that lives in the nearby villages. So I was in contact with the pupils all the time. We sometimes played football, chess, I introduced footbag (unknown in Zambia), but mostly we just walked and discussed. There are virtually no novels in the school library, only textbooks. Me and Theresia started to buy books in the city and we were lending them to the pupils, so at the end there was a solid system of book-swap and every books was used more times (we left the books there). I was in Zambia from the end of August to the end of November, and that’s mostly period of the dry season. During the hot days the aternoon activities were just few, since the hot lasts to the dark (dark comes at 6pm).

The kids and the locals as well were very keen to know about Europe and our everyday life, staple food, traditions and religion. I talked about Prague, the history of Czech Republic, Europe, communism, ice-hockey and other things that interested my interlocutors. In order to let pupils understand Europe better we organized a „European Day“ (see photos), where kids could play various games like recognizing European capitals, various European dishes and listen to music in various European languages (German guitarre songs, Czech/Polish rap, classic Italian songs ecc.)

The cultural difference is great and you can sense it once you move from the easy-talk to more complex issues like democracy, the role of women in society, God, witchcraft, sex and others. The locals identify themselves primarily with their tribe (Tonga), and in big part they believe in witchcraft. They belong to various churches, mostly protestant, but their perception of God and religion is very different from ours. I was very surprised when I first visited the Sunday mess: very few words and many, many songs. I’ve never seen such a spontaneity and joy in a church, maybe except some baptist churches in the United States. Actually many Churches now active in Zambia are of American origin and I met many of their American members. Our school was visited by New World Hope Organization and others. From my point of view they proclaim some problematic opinions, like solution of the HIV/AIDS problem through sexual abstinence, criticism of the local religions (witchcraft), propagation of creationism and others. I spent hours and hours discussing these topics with my pupils and fellow teachers as well. The people I discussed were very interested in my description of European society and our problems. Most Zambians have bad informations Europe – one example for all: many believe we have a cure for AIDS but we just don’t share it (it is the easiest way to explain our low levels of AIDS related deaths). Europe is often perceived as a land of prosperity with no problems at all.
What struck me on the local people is their incredible friendliness, kindness and good manners. Their friendly nature and smiles are charming. I spent hours and hours in the staff room discussing and exchanging opinions with my colleauges and I can say all of them became my very good friends.

I keep in touch with my colleauges from Masuku, and I’m currently looking for Czech pen-pals for my former pupils. I already participated on a gathering (about 50 persons) where I presented our project and mission. I am very active on the internet and I promote the project in the social networks (Facebook). In the following weeks me and Mr. Petr Čáp, whom participated on another GLEN project in Zambia, will start our tour in the Czech schools and we’ll present the project and our African experience. I want to extend my pen-pal project and try to get in contact as many kids as possible. I intend to show my pictures in a small caffé in the centre of Prague.

I believe we succeeded in our goal, e.g. help the local teachers and provide a high-quality tutoring. The Head Teacher expressed his content with our work and the school expects more participants to come next year as well.
